TO THE STUDENTS

make the same effort and cultivate the same hope and faith.
Work without faith is like an attempt to reach the bottom of a

bottomless pit.

Harijan, 3-10-1936
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SEX EDUCATION
Sex complex is today steadily gaining ground in Gujarat
as in the rest of India. And what is more, those who fall under
its sway feel as if there is something meritorious about it.
When a slave begins to take pride in his fetters and hugs them
like precious ornaments, the triumph of the slave-owner is com-
plete. But this success of Cupid, spectacular though it may be,
will, I am convinced, prove to be short-lived and ignoble, and
at long last end in inanition even like a scorpion whose venom
is spent. But that does not mean that we can in the mean-
time afford to sit with folded hands. The certainty of its defeat
need not, must not, lull us into a false sense of security. The
conquest of lust is the highest endeavour of a man or woman's
existence. Without overcoming lust man cannot hope to rule
over self. And without rule over self there can be no Swaraj or
Ramaraj, Rule of all without rule of oneself would prove to be
as deceptive and disappointing as a painted toy mango, charm-
ing to look at outwardly but hollow and empty within. No
worker who has not overcome lust can hope to render any
genuine service to the cause of Harijans, communal unity,'
khadi, cow-protection or village reconstruction, Great causes
like these cannot be served by intellectual equipment alone,
they call for spiritual effort or soul-force. Soul-force comes
only through God's grace, and God's grace never descends upon
a man who is a slave to lust.
What place has then instruction in sexual science in our
educational system? or has it any place there at all ? Sexual
science is of two kinds, that which is used for controlling or
overcoming the sexual passion and that which is used to sti-
mulate and feed it. Instruction in the former is as necessary
a part of a child's education as the latter is harmful and dan-
gerous and fit therefore only to be shunned. All great religions